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ASR IC  ADV I SORY  BO ARD  

ASRIC  ST I  STRATEGIC   
 INTERVENTION  FOR     COVID  -19  



Realizing the urgent and rising need to contain the spread of the 

dreaded COVID-19 in Africa, The ASRIC Statement on COVID-19 

buttresses on the move of the ASRIC towards combating the 

pandemic by the implementation of actions for intervention of 

COVID-19 through the formation of ASRIC Advisory Board on 

STI intervention for COVID-19. 

 

The Advisory Board after several consultative meetings with experts in the 

different spheres of Sciences and Socio –Economic development sectors 

came up with the output for the STI Strategic intervention built on three (3) 

Pillars: Enabling Environment; Research and Development; Publicity and 

Outreach. 



CUMUL ATIVE NUMBER OF CONFIRMED CORONAVIRUS CASES 
(COVID-19) IN NIGERIA AS OF DECEMBER 3, 2020  

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1110879/coronavirus-cumulative-cases-in-nigeria/ 



WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard 

Data last updated: 2020/12/9, 4:22pm CET 

 

GLOBAL SITUATION 

https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/


NIGERIA’S CASE AND MORTALITY ON 9TH 
DECEMBER 2020 

In Nigeria, from Jan 3 to 4:22pm CET, 9 December 2020, there have been 70,195 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 with 1,182 deaths. 



EGYPT’S CASE AND MORTALITY ON 9TH 
DECEMBER 2020 

In Egypt, from Jan 3 to 4:22pm CET, 9 December 2020, there have been 119,281 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 with 6,813 deaths. 



SOUTH AFRICA’S CASE AND MORTALITY ON 
9TH DECEMBER 2020 

In South Africa, from Jan 3 to 4:22pm CET, 9 December 2020, there have 

been 821,889 confirmed cases of COVID-19 with 22,432 deaths. 



It is evident that the toll of the pandemic experienced by the 

populace has resulted in pushing African Governments to 

advocate and implement non-pharmaceutical interventions 

against the spread of the COVID-19. National lockdowns, social 

distancing, self-isolation, hygiene improvements e.g. washing of 

hands have been emphasized by governments from index case 

identification. These measures were seen to yield position results 

in the containment of the COVID-19 but have created other 

socio economic effects mostly affecting the lives of a large 

percentage of the African population who lives from hand to 

mouth. There is also the large number of refugees and internally 

displaced people who have limited access to the most basic 

needs like water, food, shelter, and health 



Realistically, no vaccine or treatment has been developed for COVID-19 and 

African Governments are applying non-pharmaceutical interventions while 

exploiting the benefit of scientific and research to find lasting solution to this 

challenge. Now is the time for governments in Africa to respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic by using better models that can create a balance between 

economic prospects and health of the population. 



THE REALITY!!! 

Coronavirus: never been a 

more compelling time for 

African scientists to 

work together 

 



Amid the rising number of deaths from COVID-19, political 

leadership, health systems and scientific prowess is being 

tested locally and internationally. 

 

No doubt, the pandemic provides an opportunity for 

innovation and new scientific discoveries. For example, the 

emergence of cases in Africa inspire African-based studies 

to tap into the diverse genetic background of Africans for 

important clues in the identification of biomarkers of 

coronavirus infection. 



However, for global scientific solutions to come from 

Africa a number of prerequisites will need to be met. 

But a response to a fast-emerging, highly infectious 

agent like COVID-19 demands a whole lot more. It 

requires strong collaboration between scientists and 

researchers, the use of new technologies and above all, 

fast-tracking of research. 



A crisis like COVID-19 demands that professional 

barriers be broken. This would facilitate a united 

approach by clinicians, scientists (both life and human 

sciences), biomedical engineers and public health 

specialists. Practically, this would entail assembling 

teams that work together, in the first instance, towards 

disaster management. In the second it would involve 

teams working on solutions that take into account the 

special circumstances of Africa – and each country. 



 

Realizing the multiplicity of the impacts of the COVID-

19 pandemic on Africa’s health, socioeconomy across 

the AU Member states, the ASRIC Advisory Board has 

its Members drawn from different AU Member States, 

Regions and also putting into cognisance the gender 

mainstreaming policy of the Commission, they Advisory 

Board has also female experts as Members.  
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Prof. Oyewale Tomori Prof.  Francis Mulaa Prof. Ekanem Ikpi Braide   

Prof. Janusz T. Paweska  Prof. Rajae El Aouad Prof. Charles Shey Wiysonge  

Prof. Wallace Bulimo Prof. Jean Claude 

Mbanya  

Dr. Julius J. Lutwama  
Prof. Modest 

Mulenga  



The African Scientific 

Research and Innovation 

Council (ASRIC) in 

response to the 

pandemic has set up the 

ASRIC Advisory Board to 

guide ASRIC’s 

Intervention through 

formulating policies 

/guidelines, R&D plans,  

activities that emphasizes 

on getting right diagnosis, 

therapy, and vaccines 

among others.   

OBJECTIVE 
To advice/guide the ASRIC on how 
best ASRIC can respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic utilizing STI 
while building on existing African 
resources. 

 



THE  
ADVISORY BOARD 

MANDATE 

• Develop a guideline that 

address STI intervention  

• Identifying and exploring 

areas of quick win and 

interventions in the 

research for COVID-19; 

and 

• Develop a guideline on 

forming network of BSL 

4 and BSL 3 laboratories 

that can be used for 

conducting the COVID-

19 Research. 
 



OUTPUT OF THE ADVISORY BOARD  
SO FAR  

ASRIC STI  

Strategic intervention for Covid-19 

“Actions and Intervention”   
 





ASRIC STI  
STRATEGIC INTERVENTION FOR COVID-19  

“ACTIONS AND INTERVENTION”   
 STI Intervention to Covid-19 
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 SUB - PILLARS 
Development of policy briefs/guidelines on 

investment in health care & health research 

systems.  

Afro-centric non pharmaceutical 

interventions for outbreak. 

Identification of 

stakeholders  

Development of guideline on IP protection in 

joint research and collaboration during 

outbreaks.  

Covid-19 pandemic modeling.  

Development of guidelines on research 

translation. Development and/or validation of rapid 

testing kit. 

Development of AU Guidelines on outbreak 

hazard and STI intervention. 
Mapping out and inventory of the 

pandemic. 

Publicity campaigns that 

are tailored to 

stakeholders 

Health professional training/ capacity building. 

  
Inter-Africa STI cooperation. 

Clinical trials. 

Impact on the covid-19 on Africa’s health 

system.  

Relevance of investment on research 



It is evidently clear that the global spread of COVID-19 has been 

hard, particularly on America, Italy, Spain, and some other 

countries in Europe, but the infection rate has been generally 

quite low in Africa, a fact that could be attributed to the low 

testing capacity of most African nations, and other factors yet to 

be determined. The relatively lower infection rates in Africa 

should not ease down the preparedness of the nations to 

combat the pandemic. In order to be proactive in its response, 

ASRIC has urgently assembled group of eminent scientists and 

professionals to guide Africa’s fact-based intervention to 

COVID-19 pandemic. 



THE STI STRATEGIC INTERVENTION FOR 
COVID-19 “ACTIONS AND INTERVENTION  

• Enabling Environment 

Enabling Environment consists of development of supportive legal 

and policy frameworks and their implementation and enforcement; 

Institutional strengthening including coordination, defining clear roles 

and responsibilities of key entities (government, non-state actors 

including civil society); Capacity strengthening of all actors so they 

can play their roles; and Social dialogue including participation of 

stakeholders.  



THE STI STRATEGIC INTERVENTION FOR 
COVID-19 “ACTIONS AND INTERVENTION  

• Research & Development 

 

Research and development (R&D) is the main pillar that is to ensure 
the success of any intervention that may take place; before, during 
and after pandemic. Africa needs to rely on its resources (human, 
scientific and technological infrastructure) in the continent and 
Diaspora. On the other hand, collective research approach will foster 
the production of a tangible output since it builds on our scientists 
“that may come from different Member States and/or disciplines” 
comparative advantage. These can be achieved by introducing 
research clusters and virtual lab aspects. 

  
 

 



THE STI STRATEGIC INTERVENTION FOR 
COVID-19 “ACTIONS AND INTERVENTION  

• Publicity and Outreach 

 

To build public understanding, confidence and raising awareness on 

covid-19 and its impact on each individual’s well-being; and nations’ 

human and economic capacities a strong publicity and outreach 

strategy should be in place. A strategy that is addressing all 

spectrums of predefined stakeholders, beneficiaries and the masses 

to spread out the knowledge and information of the pandemic.  



TASKFORCES 

IP 

Taskforce 

 COVID-19  

Pandemic Modelling  

 Mapping out R&D 

Interventions to  

COVID-19  

 Research Translation 



These taskforces are to attend to the intervention 

action plan and to ensure it is executed on time 



THE ANALYSIS FOR THE ASRIC 
ADVISORY BOARD 



The success of the STI Strategic intervention for 

Covid-19 “Actions and Interventions” is relaying on the 

commitment of ASRIC members and the participation 

of internal and external stakeholders; which highlights 

the importance of stakeholder engagement and which 

makes it imperative to the Secretariat along with the 

Advisory board members to ensure that the 

stakeholders are carried onboard during the 

implementation process.  



THANK YOU 

OBRIGADO 


